State of Indiana Crimes and Sanctions for Alcohol Violations
Title 7.1, Article 5 of the Indiana Code provides the applicable legal sanctions under local and state law for illegal
possession and use of alcoholic beverages. Some examples of these sanctions follow:
7.1‐5‐1‐3. Public intoxication:
(a) Subject to section 6.5 of this chapter, it is a Class B misdemeanor for a person to be in a public place or a place of
public resort in a state of intoxication caused by the person’s use of alcohol or a controlled substance (as defined in IC
35‐48‐1‐9), if the person:
(1) endangers the person’s life;
(2) endangers the life of another person;
(3) breaches the peace or is in imminent danger of breaching the peace; or
(4) harasses, annoys, or alarms another person.
(b) A person may not initiate or maintain an action against a law enforcement officer based on the officer’ failure to
enforce this section.
7.1‐5‐7‐1. Use of false or altered driver’s license
It is a Class C misdemeanor for a minor to knowingly or intentionally make a false statement of the minor’s age or to
present or offer false or fraudulent evidence of majority or identity to a permittee for the purpose of ordering,
purchasing, attempting to purchase, or otherwise procuring or attempting to procure an alcoholic beverage.
7.1‐5‐7‐2. Furnishing false evidence of identity
It is a Class C misdemeanor for a person to sell, give, or furnish to a minor false or fraudulent evidence of majority or
identity with the intent to violate or assist in the violation of a provision of this title.
7.1‐5‐7‐3. Possession of false identification
It is a Class C infraction for a minor to have in his possession false or fraudulent evidence of majority or identity with
the intent to violate a provision of this title.
7.1‐5‐7‐7. Illegal possession, consumption or transportation of alcohol by minor
(a) Subject to IC 7.1‐5‐1‐6.5, it is a Class C misdemeanor for a minor to knowingly:
(1) possess an alcoholic beverage;
(2) consume an alcoholic beverage; or 10
(3) transport an alcoholic beverage on a public highway when not accompanied by at least one (1) of the minor’s
parents or guardians.
(b) If a minor is found to have violated subsection (a)(2) or (a)(3) while operating a vehicle, the court may order the
minor’s driving privileges suspended for up to one (1) year. However, if the minor is less than eighteen (18) years of
age, the court shall order the minor’s driving privileges suspended for at least sixty (60) days.
(c) The court shall deliver any order suspending a minor’s driving privileges under this section to the bureau of motor
vehicles, which shall suspend the minor’s driving privileges under IC 9‐24‐18‐12.2 for the period ordered by the court.
7.1‐5‐7‐10. Minors in taverns
(a) It is a Class C misdemeanor for a minor to knowingly or intentionally be in a tavern, bar, or other public place
where alcoholic beverages are sold, bartered, exchanged, given away, provided, or furnished.
(b) It is a Class C misdemeanor for a permittee to recklessly permit a minor to be in the prohibited place beyond a
reasonable time in which an ordinary prudent person can check identification to confirm the age of a patron.
9‐30‐5‐1. Operating a vehicle with specified amount of alcohol or controlled substance
(a) A person who operates a vehicle with an alcohol concentration equivalent to at least eight‐hundredths (0.08) gram
of alcohol but less than fifteen‐hundredths (0.15) gram of alcohol per:
(1) one hundred (100) milliliters of the person's blood; or
(2) two hundred ten (210) liters of the person's breath;
commits a Class C misdemeanor.

(b) A person who operates a vehicle with an alcohol concentration equivalent to at least fifteen‐hundredths (0.15)
gram of alcohol per:
(1) one hundred (100) milliliters of the person's blood; or
(2) two hundred ten (210) liters of the person's breath;
commits a Class A misdemeanor.
(c) A person who operates a vehicle with a controlled substance listed in schedule I or II of IC 35‐48‐2 or its metabolite
in the person's body commits a Class C misdemeanor.
(d) It is a defense to subsection (c) that the accused person consumed the controlled substance under a valid
prescription or order of a practitioner (as defined in IC 35‐48‐1) who acted in the course of the practitioner's
professional practice.
9‐30‐5‐2. Operating while intoxicated
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), a person who operates a vehicle while intoxicated commits a Class C
misdemeanor.
(b) An offense described in subsection (a) is a Class A misdemeanor if the person operates a vehicle in a manner that
endangers a person.
9‐30‐5‐3. Previous convictions; minor passenger in vehicle
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), a person who violates section 1 or 2 of this chapter commits a Level 6 felony
if:
(1) the person has a previous conviction of operating while intoxicated that occurred within the five (5) years
immediately preceding the occurrence of the violation of section 1 or 2 of this chapter; or
(2) the person:
(A) is at least twenty‐one (21) years of age;
(B) violates section 1(b) or 2(b) of this chapter; and 100
(C) operated a vehicle in which at least one (1) passenger was less than eighteen (18) years of age.
(b) A person who violates section 1 or 2 of this chapter or subsection (a)(2) commits a Level 5 felony if:
(1) the person has a previous conviction of operating while intoxicated causing death (IC 9‐30‐5‐5); or
(2) the person has a previous conviction of operating while intoxicated causing serious bodily injury (IC 9‐30‐5‐4).
9‐30‐5‐4. Causing serious bodily injury
(a) A person who causes serious bodily injury to another person when operating a vehicle:
(1) with an alcohol concentration equivalent to at least eight‐hundredths (0.08) gram of alcohol per:
(A) one hundred (100) milliliters of the person's blood; or
(B) two hundred ten (210) liters of the person's breath;
(2) with a controlled substance listed in schedule I or II of IC 35‐48‐2 or its metabolite in the person's body; or
(3) while intoxicated;
commits a Level 6 felony. However, the offense is a Level 5 felony if the person has a previous conviction of operating
while intoxicated within the five (5) years preceding the commission of the offense.
(b) A person who violates subsection (a) commits a separate offense for each person whose serious bodily injury is
caused by the violation of subsection (a).
(c) It is a defense under subsection (a)(2) that the accused person consumed the controlled substance under a valid
prescription or order of a practitioner (as defined in IC 35‐48‐1) who acted in the course of the practitioner's
professional practice.
9‐30‐5‐5. Causing death
(a) A person who causes the death of another person when operating a vehicle:
(1) with an alcohol concentration equivalent to at least eight‐hundredths (0.08) gram of alcohol per:
(A) one hundred (100) milliliters of the person's blood; or
(B) two hundred ten (210) liters of the person's breath;
(2) with a controlled substance listed in schedule I or II of IC 35‐48‐2 or its metabolite in the person's blood; or
(3) while intoxicated;
commits a Level 5 felony. However, the offense is a Level 4 felony if the person has a previous conviction of operating
while intoxicated within the five (5) years preceding the commission of the offense, or if the person operated the
vehicle when the person knew that the person's driver's license, driving privilege, or permit is suspended or revoked
for a previous conviction for operating a vehicle while intoxicated.

